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Symbiosis between algae and sponges. —Two new species of red algae have

been described by MadameWeber van Bosse 24 as belonging to the genus

Thamnoclonium and living in symbiosis with a sponge which forms a continuous

layer over the flattened and branching thallus of the plants. In the sponge

are found imbedded small branches of the algae and also a series of filaments

that are apparently epidermal outgrowths of the plant, but whose nature and

origin could not be definitely determined on account of the scantiness of the

material which was collected on some East Indian islands. The character of

the relationship between the two symbionts remains to be determined.

G. D. Fuller.

Flora of New Guinea. —A volume of the botanical results of the Dutch

scientific exploration of New Guinea during 191 2 and 19 13 has appeared. 25

Previous parts of the botanical report on New Guinea were reviewed in this

journal. 26
J. J. Smith. The

species number 151, included in 41 genera, 5 of the species being described as

new. with

being next with 24 species. The present contribution brings together previous

publications of Smith, who is credited with 130 of the species and 3 oi the

genera. In Dendrobium, Smith has described 47 of the 52 species.

Another volume of the botanical results of the Dutch scientific exploration of

NewGuinea during 1907 and 1909 has also appeared. 27 The preceding part was

published in 191 2.
28 In the present part the collaborators are Hans Hallier

and Th. Valeton. Altogether 9 families are presented, all monocotyledons,

including 25 genera and 113 species, 62 of which are new. Most of the con-

tribution consists of the presentation of Zingiberaceae by Valeton, including

10 genera and 92 species (56 new). The large genera are Alpinia, with 35

species (22 new), and Riedelia, with 28 species (21 new).— J. M. C

A toxin from Rhizopus .—Blakeslee and Gortner 29 have announced the

discovery of a toxin produced by Rhizopus nigricans. The expressed juice

from aerial filaments caused almost instant death when injected intravenous y

into rabbits. Since this fungus has a very wide distribution, and is almost
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